
HUNGARY
& THE MIGRATION CRISIS

This is not a Europe problem. This is an international problem. 

October 2015

390,685. The number of migrants that entered Hun-
gary from the beginning of the year to the beginning 
of October.
1.2 million. The number of migrants anticipated to 
arrive in Europe by the end of 2015. 

MIGRATION #s AT A GLANCE
200,000. The number of migrants who have crossed 
illegally into Hungary from January to August of this 
year. Adjusting proportionately based on population 
that would be the equivalent of 6.5 million illegal 
immigrants entering the U.S. in eight short months.  

Hungary’s Commitment to Western Values and NATO

The migrant crisis has severe global implications and requires strong multilateral policy to safeguard our 
shared democratic values. Hungary is at the geographic confluence of a number of serious international issues 
facing Europe. Russia still has thousands of troops in our neighboring country, the Ukraine; ISIS continues to 
attack our values and commit gruesome acts in the Middle East; and an overpowering influx of migrants, often 
without proper identification, are continuing to flee to Europe, threatening the continent’s stability. These 
realities present greater security repercussions worldwide and a threat to democratic freedoms in Central and 
Eastern Europe.

The Prime Minister and Hungary share Western values – freedom, liberty, and a belief in democratic capitalism. 
Under the Prime Minister’s leadership, Hungary has been a steadfast ally of NATO:

• There are presently Hungarian soldiers in Iraq teaching Iraqis how to combat ISIS.
• Although economic sanctions against Russia hurt the Hungarian economy, the Prime Minister has 

remained adament, strongly supporting the West’s efforts to punish Russia for its adventurism in the 
Ukraine.

• Hungary continues to lend military and financial support to Western peacekeeping and antiterrorism 
initiatives, as it has for more than two decades.
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Hungary’s Leadership

Numbers show that migrants are seeking 
to enter the EU through Hungary more 
than through Greece and Italy routes. 
Having felt the strain of nearly 400,000 
migrants at its doorstep this year, 
Hungary has shown leadership in a time 
of crisis and that it will step up to help 
control a situation that is completely 
overwhelming. 

Abiding by International and EU Law 

The Hungarian government remains 
resolute in upholding its legal obligations 
under the Geneva Convention, the 
Schengen Agreement, and the Dublin III 
Act. Under these, Hungary is bound by 
legal obligations to register every migrant 
that crosses its border – a commitment 
that the Hungarian government is 
determined to abide by, even though 
these regulations put a larger burden on 
Hungary as it is a border country. 

Common Sense Border Security

Hungary is strengthening its border 
barriers just like the U.S., France, Spain, 
and Bulgaria. As a sovereign nation, it has 
that right and as a member of the EU, it is 
obligated by law to protect its borders.

Due to the tendency of migrants to move 
between countries illegally, the fence 

on the Serbian-Hungarian and Serbian-
Croatian border was constructed in 
compliance with EU regulations. 

Under new regulations, illegal border 
crossing is considered a crime, not a 
misdemeanor, and only legal border 
crossers can apply for asylum. These 
practical measures were adopted to 
incentivize legal migration and help 
ensure that migration is organized, safe, 
and responsible. Illegal border crossings 
have serious security risks and endanger 
the normal operation of the Schengen 
free travel zone. These laws are similar 
to U.S. immigration statutes that seek to 
ensure safety and stability.  

Extraordinary Humanitarian Response

The Hungarian government and citizens 
have treated migrants with great 
compassion and dignity, despite limited 
financial resources and infrastructure. 
Budapest set up assistance centers near 
major train stations to provide migrants 
with basic necessities, including water, 
food, medical care, warm blankets, and 
shelter with bathing amenities and 
heat. Thousands of Hungarians have 
volunteered time and resources.

Hungary fully complies with all 
international humanitarian obligations 
on the treatment of refugees and asylum 
seekers. 

These materials are distributed by LEVICK on behalf of the Office of the Prime Minister of Hungary.
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice in Washington, D.C.
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